
•Predominat cloudy sky  conditions  

•Deep plan urban context set

Use of Light

Objective
Sir John Soane’s museum 
contains a wide variety of 
atmospheric effects produced 
with light and space. The function 
of the room and the intention of 
the architect are strongly related the architect are strongly related 
to the different resources that 
Saone used to borrow light form 
the urban context of London. The 
aim of this investigation is to 
describe and analyze the 
relationship between function 
and intention with the sources 
of light used in the museum. 

Resarch Questions
•Which are the light sources that 
the architect used to borrow light?

•What are the different 
atmospheric environments that 
the architect wanted to create in 
the museum?

Predominat cloudy sky  conditions  



Which are the light sources that the architect used to borrow light?

A

Soane used side light, courtyards, rooflights, 

and clerestory windows to naturally illuminate 

Which are the light sources that the architect used to borrow light?

Section  A-A

Windows 
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Borrow Light
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‘Of course he is a ceiling architect.’



Window to provide 
Sufficient  light levels 

Handkerchief Dome 

Cloudy Conditions Equinox 12:00 pm

BB

C

Focal 
Luminous 

Point in 
Composition 

670 lux 794 lux 760 lux

382lux 276lux

Hidden Light source to 
wash away wall and 

enhance the Floating 
effect of light, and yellow 

371lux 382lux 276lux

210 lux 174 lux
118 lux

effect of light, and yellow 
light



Plan Breakfast Room Showing Daylight factor 
Analysis Grid

Average Daylight Factor  
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D

Top View of 
Dome 

D

Average Daylight Factor 5 
.94%

D

‘The effect in this part is rather solemn 

than gloomy, and the pictoral breaks of 

light and shade will be duly appreciated 

by the students and lovers of arts.’
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